“The Role of the Teacher” by Irving Layton

THESIS – Teachers who inspire students will not only help save the failing educational system but will also play a role in preserving the civilized values of society.
	Paragraph
	Subject
	Function

	1
	There is a problem with the educational system.

School boards, not teachers are to blame.

Society has no vision for education.
	

	2
	The humanities are suffering because people are not reading anymore.

Constricted Scientism is replacing human values.
	Contextual

	3
	It is important to educate people in social responsibility.

	Elaboration

	4
	Teachers are influential in a student’s life.
	Transition

	5
	A teacher needs to be inspired in order to inspire.
	Elaboration


	6
	Teachers need to pursue knowledge in order to remain inspirational
	

	
	
	


· anachronistic – a thing of the past

· constricted scientism – use of scientific method to obtain knowledge
Paragraph 2 – Contextual
This paragraph discusses how “constricted scientism” is causing a neglect of the humanities.  Additional background information is given about the shift away from subjects such as philosophy, the arts, and literature to those subjects where knowledge can be proved using the scientific method.  This shift is responsible for the problems that Layton identifies as occurring in our society and the problem that his argument seeks to remedy.

Paragraph 3 – Elaboration
In this paragraph Layton suggests that the education system needs to be used to create people with a “strong sense of social responsibility”.  This paragraph persuades the reader of the practical utility and relevance of his argument.  He asserts that this new way of viewing education will change the world we live in and “enlarge the boundaries of human sensibility.”
Paragraph 4 – Transition
This paragraph shifts the focus away from what is wrong with the educational system to how it can be remedied.  Layton introduces part of his thesis which is that teachers play an important role in salvaging the educational system by being sources of inspiration for their students.

Paragraph 5 – Elaboration

This paragraph elaborates on the role of the teacher which is introduced in the previous paragraph.  Layton uses an analogy between teaching and poetry to demonstrate that teachers must be inspired themselves in order to inspire others.  This information is necessary to understand Layton’s argument and the significant role that a teacher has in shaping their student’s values.
Simile
“the generous disciplines of the mind…are being discarded like running shoes” (Par. 2)

This simile suggests that the humanities are being thrown away like running shoes that are no longer needed.  It reveals how much the author values the humanities.   Running shoes help people reach a destination or win a race just as the humanities help society realize its potential.

Metaphor

“poor cultural maid-of-all-work” (Par. 1)

This metaphor compares the teacher to a servant with too many tasks.  This rhetorical device reveals Layton’s sympathy for teachers and illustrates his idea that the task of the teacher is monumental based on the expectations society puts upon them.  The author develops his argument later to include the important role of the teacher in shaping society.

Connotative Language

“penny-pinching school boards” (Par. 1)

This language shows the writer’s distaste for the direction and decisions made by School Boards.  It shows sympathy for the teacher and shifts the focus of blame from the teacher to the institution.  Layton is also expressing his belief that the Board’s values are misplaced because they care more about saving money than their students’ education.
